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’(R-Conrr) ‘to - test B fish trap dewces 7 may have; mstalled undersea
mtelhgcncc—gathenng electromcs _»m Amencan"‘ sea lanes off_the _Virgin
ISlands : N . tare Dy Iavesnll wdll onoent :Yu)
+The’ SPOT IGHT}has earne : from a free Cuban source that 13 Red-
Cubaf's arrived’ on the Amencan island of St. Croix about 6 pm on February-
, 23 The; Cuban axrcraft had departed from Santlago Cuba around 2:15 pm
the same day,-a free Cuban source said.. .- s dmbdd os Loty doy
- Four divers" reportedly among: the 13: Cubans ‘were to: spend seven’ days
submeroed in theU S.-owned undersea laboratory called the “Hydro Lab
Habitat:2>The’ remammg Cubans ‘were to act as a support team on the sur=
face. “The' Hydro-LCab'is. located in 60 feet of water near the rim of a protected-
cove; ‘about 15" mmutes out by motorboat from the mouth of Salt _Rrver,
. whcre the Hydro-[,a § land base is situated. ... .0 L f et mme
“The alleged’ purpose of the Cuban mission was to study vanous types of
fish and their, behavxor toward fish traps. After.a brief period of pressuriza-_

tron “the’ four men m ‘the lab were free to walk around on the ocean floor and :

conduct» ‘experiments”. thev.had been sent to perform.. The experxments were—t
prezdetermined-in Havana'and:were not.
'_»subject to, momtonng by:U.S. technix.
’ :crans-,,T he, same. apphed,to the ““test™;
"equipment. brought with:the-t team frorrr
,'CUba*’h Dreowri 16 Hewa B4 By -
CUBAN MISSION.COMPLETED v/ 3
»2.In a“statement to The‘SPOTLIGHTz‘
on.March:8,:the-National Oceamc and”
Atmosphenc ‘Administration’; (NOAA):.’_
under- the’ U S.‘,‘Department of ‘Com-,
merce——owner' ‘and; operator .of the.
Hydro-Lab——sald“the Cubam - mission:
was_completed: and,.the. team was; en
route back-to;Cuba..os 1 iqgepas s Fos
; The NOAA said.the Cubans arrived at,_
St;:Croix on February 22 and were taken.
to-the Hydro-Lab land base for. prelim-;
inary training..The spokesman said one
of . the =divers::* Gaspar+ :Gonzalez-
Sampson, broke .an- eardrum during!
training and was replaced by:Kevin-Mc-;
Carthy, an’' American drver for.West In-:
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